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The national jurisprudence has been liberalised
and humanised. The celebrated Berenger Law
is a law of probation, which interests a culprit
in his own moral regeneration. Incarceration
before a trial must now be reckoned as a part of
the total penalty. Imprisonment for debt has
been abolished. The Republic has not only-
made a great advance in the nobler and more
dignified administration of justice, but in seek-
ing for absolute justice itself. Thus the man
who has atoned for his guilt cannot be punished
further by calling him an "ex-convict." In the
scales of French justice those who have endured
the penalty of the law cannot be pursued further
through life by a relentless social Nemesis. Nat-
ure is merciless, but justice, which rises above nat-
ure, must be a barrier against social vengeance.
If we turn from the consideration of the feat-
ures of a great internal change to that of the
adaptation of the Republic to her international
environments, we shall be impressed by the
progress made. In the last days of the Second
Empire, France had been isolated by the med-
dlesome and tactless policy of the emperor.
He gained nothing from England by his partici-
pation in the Crimean War, while he irritated
Russia for years to come. He aroused the feel-
ings of the American people by the campaign of